
  
 

CONFERENCE CHAIR 
The Rev. Dr. Stephen Smith has a consistent record of providing leadership to 
churches that face a multitude of challenges. He recently retired as rector of St. 
Patrick's Episcopal Church in Dublin, Ohio, where he successfully expanded 
programming and significantly increased congregational participation. 

His publications include Saving Salvation: The Amazing Evolution of Grace 
(Morehouse: 2005) and numerous articles and sermons for Forward Movement 
and others. He is now under contract to contribute to a preaching resource 
from John Knox Publications, specifically on preaching during Holy Week. Smith 
holds a D.Min. in Preaching from the School of Theology at the University of the 
South, Sewanee, TN. 

PLENARY SPEAKERS 
Dr. Ryan Bonfiglio joined the Candler faculty in 2018 as an assistant professor 
in the Practice of Old Testament. He also serves as director of The Candler 
Foundry, a new initiative that seeks to bridge the gap between the church and 
the academy by making seminary-level learning accessible and engaging for the 
broader public. He previously taught at Columbia Theological Seminary and 
served as the John H. Stembler Scholar in Residence at the First Presbyterian 
Church (USA) of Atlanta. His work through The Candler Foundry offers 
opportunities for theological exploration outside of Candler’s formal degree 
programs, including the TheoEd Talks speaker series, in-depth courses led by 
Candler faculty for churches or communities, and a new initiative supported by 

a grant from Lilly Endowment, Inc. that will develop networks of clergy and lay leaders to explore 
ministry innovations and challenges.  

His research and teaching interests include ancient Near Eastern iconography, biblical metaphors, the 
Sabbath, and various topics in Old Testament theology. He is the author of Reading Images, Seeing 
Texts: Towards a Visual Hermeneutics for Biblical Studies (Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2016) and co-editor 
of Iconographic Exegesis and the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament (Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2015). He is 
currently working on a book that explores the biblical theology of the Sabbath (Westminster John Knox). 



The Rev. Kimberly S. Jackson is the vicar for the Episcopal Church of the 
Common Ground in Atlanta, Georgia. She is also a state Senator for 
Georgia District 41. Common Ground is a church without walls that 
serves people who are currently unhoused. 

Jackson is a public theologian and a fierce community activist. She 
works to end the death penalty, co-creates Church with people who are 
unhoused, and is passionate about sharing the liberating Gospel of 
Christ. When she’s not wearing a collar, you can find Jackson in the 
garden planting a variety of crops. 

Jackson is a graduate of Furman University, Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University, and Virginia Theological Seminary. She and her spouse, Trina, live on a small hobby 
farm in Stone Mountain with goats, ducks, bees, and chickens. 

 

The Rev. Sunil Chandy is the rector of Christ Episcopal Church in 
Westerly, RI. Initially ordained in the Church of South India in 
1992, Chandy was received into the Episcopal Church in the 
Diocese of Newark in 1998. He has served in five Episcopal 
congregations, helping those faith communities, ranging in size 
from mission to program, find trust and significant growth after 
experiencing trauma. Christ Church in Westerly is a cardinal 
congregation of the diocese and one of the fastest-growing 
congregations in Rhode Island. At the onset of the recent 
pandemic, the church quickly pivoted from in-person services to 

online ministries, allowing the community to remain connected and engaged. Chandy initiated 
a daily video podcast called “Food for Thought,” which has an ever-expanding viewership in 16 
countries, and Facebook translates it into 38 different languages. In addition, the Episcopal 
Church has featured Christ Church as a church that has navigated well through the pandemic in 
the web series “A Year in the Life.”   
 
Chandy was trained as a pharmacist, obtaining his pharmacy degree at Rutgers School of 
Pharmacy before beginning his seminary work at General Theological Seminary for his MDiv. He 
received a second Master of Theology from Princeton Theological Seminary. He is currently 
working on his D.Min. at General Theological Seminary.     
 
He is married to Simi. They have three sons Alex, Phillip, and Daniel. Alex and Phillip are in 
college, and Dan is in his final year of high school. Chandy loves to exercise, engage in biblical 
exegesis, preach, and spend time with family and friends. 
 

 
  



PREACHING GROUP LEADERS 
 

The Rev. Cricket Park recently retired from parish ministry in the Diocese of 
Washington where she served as rector of Redeemer parish in Bethesda and 
as dean of the South Montgomery County deanery. Prior to serving in the DC 
area, she was associate priest at St. Patrick's in Dublin, Ohio, and a deacon 
for 15 years in the Diocese of Southern Ohio.  

Her primary diaconal ministries were advocating for persons with HIV/AIDS, 
persons with disabilities, and members of the LGBTQIA+ community. She 
attended the PEP conference her senior year of seminary and had a sermon 
selected for publication by EPF as a deacon. 

 
 
The Rev. Dr. Maria B. Sanzo is currently the vicar serving the people of St. 
Raphael the Archangel Episcopal Church in Bricktown, NJ. Sanzo comes to the 
work of the Episcopal Preaching Foundation with a joyful heart filled with a 
particular love for the deacons of our church. After serving as a vocational 
deacon for ten years, Sanzo discerned a new call to priesthood and attended 
The General Episcopal Theological Seminary in NYC to earn an MDiv in 
2010.  She has served as an associate rector, rector, and now vicar throughout 
the diocese of New Jersey. Preaching has always been her passion, and in 2021 
she earned her D.Min. from The New Brunswick Theological Seminary in 
Transformational Preaching with a focus on The Preaching Hermeneutic of The 
Episcopal Deacon. 

 

 

LITURGIST 

The Rev. Maureen Peitler-Lederman is a native Nutmegger and serves 
through the Episcopal Church in Connecticut. She is a graduate of Providence 
College with a BA in theology, and an MDiv from Yale Divinity School. Ordained 
in 2004, Peitler-Lederman served as the associate rector and chaplain of the 
Day School at St. Thomas’s Episcopal Church in New Haven, CT, for nine years. 
She became the rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Guilford, CT, and 
served until June of 2021.  

She has served the diocese as a member of the Commission on Ministry, Chair of the South Central 
Leadership Team, Chair of the Women’s Ministry Network, a Camp Washington Chaplain and Retreat 
Leader, and Chair for the Committee for the Formation of All the Baptized. Currently she is a diocesan 
consultant, working with newly ordained clergy.  She leads retreats for parish groups and vestries and is 
working with the Ekklesia Ballet Company on their work, Body and Land. She is pursuing a Certificate in 
Communications and Digital Media through the Center for New Media at Middlesex College. When not 
serving parishes or taking classes, Peitler-Lederman enjoys spending time with family, baking, singing in 
a community choir, and blending and drinking tea. 



 
DISTANCE LEARNING SPECIALIST 

 
Dr. Edie Wakevainen is a full-time tenured professor of psychology at Macomb 
Community College, outside of Detroit. She also works as a technology 
consultant and an adjunct instructor. She holds the PhD in physiological 
psychology from Yale University, a graduate certificate in educational technology 
from Michigan State University, and the diploma in Anglican Studies from Bexley 
Seabury. Wakevainen is a proud alum of the Episcopal Preaching Foundation's 
PEP 2018.  

 
 

 
PREACHING FOUNDATION STAFF 

Mrs. Meg Ruffing is the executive assistant of the Episcopal Preaching 
Foundation and also the first person you probably hear from when you are in 
communication with Episcopal Preaching Foundation. For over five years, she 
was an administrative assistant to a marketing firm and a mortgage firm where 
her strength in organization and creativity grew throughout the years. She enjoys 
meeting new people every day and helping others deliver the word of the Lord. 
She has been known as the “know it all” girl, but if she doesn’t have an answer, 
she will work hard on finding the answer for you. 

Ruffing lives in New Jersey with her husband, Mike, and her three rescued cat children, Amber, Otto, 
and Bruce, and is currently fostering and rescuing cats and kittens. In her “spare” time, she enjoys 
beer/wine tastings and arts and crafts. She is also a Disney nerd and has been known to own a couple of 
Minnie ears. Her goal is to visit every Disney park in the world. Right now, she has Tokyo and Florida 
crossed off the list.  

Ms. Richelle Thompson is the communications manager at the Episcopal 
Preaching Foundation. For more than 20 years, Thompson has served in the 
Episcopal Church, committed to sharing stories of faith, discipleship, and 
innovation. She began her career as a secular journalist; her final role at The 
Cincinnati Enquirer was the religion and social justice issue beat. She then 
served as director of communications for the Diocese of Southern Ohio for a 
decade. Since 2012, Thompson has been managing editor of Forward 
Movement, where she spearheads content development and production, 
including Forward Day by Day, books, curriculum, and special projects like the 

Good Book Club and #AdventWord. She lives with her husband, an Episcopal priest, and their children in 
a slice of God’s country Northern Kentucky where the deer feast on the acorns (and some of her 
flowers), the children walk to school, and the neighbors still wave.  

  



Mr. Peter Wild is the executive director of the Episcopal Preaching 
Foundation with a previous career as a consumer packaged-goods 
marketing and advertising professional.   
 
In 2000, Wild joined Trinity Church Wall Street to lead the newly launched 
national magazine Spirituality & Health, which grew to an award-winning, 
advertiser-supported, bi-monthly thought leader in the field. Through 
growth, leadership changes and the 2008 recession, Peter counts the 

survival of the magazine under the present owners as one of his successes. 
 
A native of the U.K., Wild now lives in Connecticut with his wife, Kay. While humbly learning the ropes as 
a new grandfather, his spare time activities include writing his memorable moments as an offshore 
sailor, marathoner, therapy dog owner, and beekeeper. 
 
 


