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EPF: 35 Years of Preaching Excellence
By Charles Cesaretti
The 80th General Convention
of the Episcopal Church
passed a resolution in July
commemorating the 35th
anniversary of the EPF and
honoring founder Dr. A. Gary
Shilling, commending his
ongoing support of preaching
excellence (see page 10 for the
complete resolution and text).
Since 1987, EPF has become a
leading resource for preachers
across all orders of the Episcopal
Church, nurturing over 1,800
seminarians including two
Presiding Bishops as well as
thousands of post-ordained
clergy. In 2021, with a grant
from Trinity Church Wall Street,
EPF inaugurated a two-year lay
preacher training program.

consultant,
registered
investment advisor
and columnist for
Forbes Magazine,
Bloomberg
View, and other
publications.
Thirty-five years
ago, he founded
EPF and still Chairs
the Board of the
Foundation.

The signature
EPF program—
The Preaching
Excellence
Program (PEP 1)—
Dr. A. Gary Shilling at the 35th anniversary celebration
is open to Episcopal during the PEP Conference. Photo by Kay Wild.
and Anglican
seminarians in
for practicing clergy to spend
the US and Canada and future
dedicated time with their peers
clergy studying in diocesan
to focus on their preaching.
formation programs. Similarly,
Founder and Chairman Gary
Building on this firm foundation
PEP 2 provides an opportunity
Shilling is an economic
through new partnerships, EPF
has addressed the needs of other
constituencies, to add Diocesan
Clergy Conferences, Preaching
In July, the EPF received a nearly $48,000 Phase 1 grant
Conferences for Armed Forces
from Lilly Endowment Inc. as part of their Compelling
Chaplains, Hispanic Clergy,
Preaching Initiative, to fund the development of a multiDeacons, and a Seminary
year grant proposal for a sustainable program to elevate
preaching intensive module
that was inaugurated in 2019
and support compelling preaching in the Episcopal
at Candler School of Theology.
Church. A comprehensive study is now in the field to
In 2020 EPF created a threeprovide background data on clergy and lay leaderships’
year self-study Homiletics
attitudes toward preaching, the current state of ministry,
Curriculum for future clergy
and support needs in the current environment. A grant
studying in the 32 dioceses

EPF Granted Lilly Endowment Award

proposal is planned for late summer and Lilly Endowment
anticipates announcing grants toward the end of 2022.
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Continued on Page 10.
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EPF Welcomes New Board Members
The Very Rev. James F. Turrell was named the 15th dean of the School of Theology in
July 2020.

Photo provided by

James Turrell.

Turrell received B.A. and M.Div. degrees at Yale University and was ordained a
priest in 1996, serving parishes in Indiana and Tennessee. He earned a Ph.D. in
history at Vanderbilt University, focusing on religion in early modern Britain.
He joined the faculty of the School of Theology in 2002, serving as professor
of liturgy and associate dean for academic affairs, and he holds the Norma and
Olan Mills Professorship in Divinity. Turrell’s publications include Celebrating
the Rites of Initiation; articles in Studia Liturgica, Anglican Theological Review, The
Seventeenth Century, and Anglican and Episcopal History; and chapters in numerous
edited volumes. He has served on the Episcopal Church’s Standing Commission on
Liturgy and Music and the House of Bishops’ Theology Committee. He is a canon of
the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem.
The Rev. Nathan Kirkpatrick is the managing director of Alban at Duke
Divinity School in Durham, N.C. In this role, he designs educational programs,
facilitates leadership development opportunities for clergy, denominational and
institutional leaders, works with publisher Rowman & Littlefield to publish Alban
books, and consults with senior church leaders around the United States and
abroad. He has degrees from Wake Forest University and Duke University Divinity
School. He is a priest canonically resident in the Diocese of North Carolina and
serves as priest associate at The Church of the Advocate in Chapel Hill.

Photo by Kay Wild.

Welcome to both our new board members!

Book Review: A Women’s Lectionary for
the Whole Church
By Kate Spelman

A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church. Wilda
C. Gafney. New York, Church Publishing: 2021.
$36.95.
Wilda C. Gafney’s monumental, multi-volume
A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church is
indeed a gift to all the faithful. Two of four
planned volumes are available now: a Year W a freestanding one-year cycle of readings for
Sundays and Holy Days, drawing from all four
Gospels - and Year A (with B and C to come). The
texts have been deliberately chosen to highlight
the stories of women in the Bible and translated
afresh, offering correction and expansion to the
Revised Common Lectionary. Gafney’s slender
paperbacks belie the scope of the work behind
them, which includes all-new translations,
textual commentaries, and preaching prompts
for each day’s texts.
It may seem odd for a lectionary to have such a
distinct agenda, but truthfully any selection or
translation of texts is marked by bias. Gafney’s
innovation is to be explicit in her point of view
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and singularly
dedicated to her
hermeneutic for
selection and
translation. She
seeks to tell the
story of salvation
through the
voices of the
marginalized,
and the project
is arguably
more necessary
now than ever.
While once the
preacher might
have been able
to count on the
congregation’s
Biblical
knowledge to
fill in the gaps
in the RCL; now
often the average

Photo of the author provided by
Wilda C. Gafney.

Continued on Page 11.

Book Review: Toward an Asian American Biblical
Hermeneutics: An Intersectional Anthology
illegitimate seizure of Naboth’s vineyard
in 1 Kings 21, and Chinese woman warrior
FA Mulan in the person of Jael, Sistera’s
assassin in the Book of Judges 4-5. As
the author retrospects her exegetical
journey, she discovers her self-identity
in her interpretation of the texts, namely
her feminist self, Asian American self,
and class-based self: Demonstrating
that an Asian reading of the biblical texts
does not come naturally to an Asian
American, it parallels a deep conscious
self-reflection.

By Thomas Ni
Towards an Asian American Biblical
Hermeneutics: An Intersectional
Anthology. Gale Yee. Eugene, OR, Cascade
Books: 2021. $27.00.
Towards an Asian American Biblical
Hermeneutics: An Intersectional Anthology
by Gale Yee contains ground-breaking
essays on reading the biblical texts
through the lens of an Asian American.
Based on the notion of about us, by
us, for us and near us, the author
strives to develop an Asian American
hermeneutics of the Bible. Yee’s theorizing
through an intersectional perspective of gender,
race, and social class is truly inspiring. From now
on, no one can claim, as the author does, that there
are no models to follow in reading the biblical
texts through an Asian American lens.
In this anthology, the multi-layered interpretive
struggles of a female Chinese American biblical
scholar from the lower social class are displayed
in a clearly laid out methodology, as well as in
the readings of biblical texts of the books of
Ruth, 1 Kings, Isaiah and Ezekiel. Yee brings an
Asian perspective to the biblical texts, addressing
experiences such as the stereotype of Asian as
“model minority” and “perpetual foreigner” in
Ruth, Japanese internment in the story of the

This book is inspiring for those interested
in exploring biblical texts through an Asian
American lens. It is helpful to those who engage
in ministry among Asian people since it provides
intersectional perspectives to interpret the Bible
more relevantly to their culture and situation. For
instance, the welcome of immigrants and refugees
and the inclusiveness of sexual minorities. It
is also fascinating for non-Asians who want to
understand the complicated situation of Asian
Americans searching for their Asian self-identities
within biblical texts. Something the author has
masterfully demonstrated in her journey of
“becoming” an Asian American biblical scholar.
The Rev. Dr. Thomas Ni is the Executive Director of the Li
Tim-Oi Center in San Gabriel, CA.

Alum Profile: Peggy Lo
By Edie Wakevainen

Thanks to the Rev. Peggy
Lo, a participant in the 2018
Preaching Excellence Program
(PEP) for seminarians,
for agreeing to share her
biographical sketch and respond
to some questions.
The Rev. Peggy Lo is the Rector
at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
in Austin. She currently serves
as Vice President of the board of
the Episcopal Parish Network.
Prior to ordained ministry, she
had a career in organizing and
nonprofit administration with
The Public Interest Network and

translating Buddhist lectures
from Mandarin to English for
Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu
Chi Foundation. In her spare
time she enjoys exploring the
city of Austin, theorizing about
the MCU and other fandoms,
and finding the perfect scallion
pancake recipe.
KERYGMA™: What was the most
memorable aspect of the 2018
PEP conference?
Peggy Lo: First, we got to
hear a variety of people (other
attendees, faculty, and guest
speakers) preach every day. The
emphasis was on authenticity in

Photo provided by Peggy Lo.

Continued on Page 11
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Lay Preachers Rock it at Roslyn for
Inaugural Event
By Mariclair Partee Carlsen
On the weekend of August 19-21, 36 participants from
the six pilot dioceses participating in the EPF’s Lay
Preacher Training Program (LPTI) gathered at the
Roslyn Retreat Center in Richmond, VA. The dioceses
represented were: Central Gulf Coast, East Tennessee,
Lexington, Minnesota, Nebraska, and North Carolina.
Lay preachers-in-training spent their time in small
groups sharing sermons for feedback from peers
and trainers, as well as worship and fellowship.
Plenary presenters Joe Swimmer of The Episcopal
Parish Network and lay preacher Debby Stokes of
the Diocese of Southern Ohio spoke thoughtfully
from their different perspectives of the growing
role of lay participation in worship and in the life of
the congregation. It was hardly surprising from the
enthusiasm evidenced all weekend that two extremely
polished and powerful sermons were delivered by lay
trainees in the program.
The spirit of the gathering was one of excitement and
joy. New relationships were built connecting dioceses
across the country, and it is clear that these preachers
will be supporting each other for years to come as they
live into their call to share the Gospel.

Members of the Lay Preacher Training Initiative during worship in the
chapel at the Roslyn Retreat Center in Richmond. Photo by Kay Wild.

About the LPTI program
Funded by a grant from Trinity Church, Wall Street, the
Lay Preacher Training Initiative is a new endeavor of
the Episcopal Preaching Foundation. Currently offered
in six pilot dioceses, LPTI is a two-year local training
program to form lay people into effective, confident
preachers so that they can share God’s word and how
God is moving in their own lives and communities.
Responding to the needs of a changing Church,
EPF’s new program builds on its 35-year history of
offering annual preaching conferences to seminarians
and clergy. LPTI is designed to equip and empower
lay leaders within the Episcopal Church. For more
information please visit preachingfoundation.org.
Jessica Walker, a program participant from the Diocese of the Central
Gulf Coast. Photo by Kay Wild.
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The Rev. Mariclair Partee Carlsen is the Communications
Director for the Lay Preacher Training Initiative.

PEP Returns In-Person with 35th Celebration
By Peter Wild
From across the United States and Canada, 46
seminarians, representing 13 seminaries and local
formation programs, made their way to the EPF’s
annual PEP Conference held the week of May 30th
and gathering in person for the first time since 2019.
With bags unpacked, the seminarians gathered
for a brief welcome and introduction by the Dean
of Faculty, the Rev. Dr. Stephen Smith. They then
adjourned to a BBQ, where they met informally with
their faculty and colleagues with whom they would
journey for the coming week.
Most days began with worship followed by a Plenary
Presentation before moving on to small preaching
groups lasting 90 minutes, each with a faculty member
as moderator. The small preaching group is one of the
most productive tools to have evolved at PEP. A group
of between four and six meet twice daily to preach for
feedback from their peers. This critique is affirmative,
kind, constructive, and honest. The process includes
evaluating the message, delivery, and style. At the end
of the peer review, the faculty moderator summarizes
the responses and adds an assessment emphasizing
appreciative critique. The small group allows time for
quality dialogue and builds an invaluable networking
element beyond the conference. One participant
opined, “I’m renewed in my new identity as a preacher;
who would have thought?!”
Highlights of the week included Dean Cynthia
Briggs Kittredge of The Seminary of the Southwest
who took as her theme “Preaching the Gospel in
Polarized Times.” Keynoter Micah T.J. Jackson,
President of Bexley/Seabury, expanded on the
pitfalls of the first person singular in “The “I”
in Preaching.” And Christine Parton Burkett,
preaching coach and consulting faculty at Duke
Divinity School, explored “The Word Embodied,
Preaching As an Act of Incarnation.” Randy
Hollerith, Dean of Washington National Cathedral,
stopped by to address the assembly on “Navigating

the Social, Political, and Spiritual Landscape of
Contemporary Preaching.”
Along with the plenary sessions and the small
preaching groups, the faculty offer workshops each
day, touching on many aspects of preaching. Among
the workshops were: Four Funerals and a Wedding;
Instant Preaching (when the preacher is asked to “say
a few words”); Preaching Across the Divide (engaging
parishioners no matter what cultural, income, or
political beliefs); and Preaching Prophetic Witness.
The Rev. Dr. Nandra Perry, Director of the Iona
Collaborative, hosted a workshop to discuss “Our
Evolving Church: Local Formation and the Futures
of Theological Education” and introduced The Iona
Collaborative at Seminary of the Southwest, which
provides graduate-level video curricula and Zoombased continuing education for postulates in 32
dioceses. With over 450 hours of video curriculum
(including extensive preaching content from the
Episcopal Preaching Foundation), the course catalog
is highly adaptable to local educational needs.
The Class of 2022 assembled on Wednesday evening
to mark the 35th anniversary of EPF, joining the EPF
Board of Trustees, PEP alums, and guests to honor
founder Dr. A. Gary Shilling and past board members,
donors, and faculty who contributed their expertise,
talents, and generosity. Bishop Susan Ellyn Goff,
Bishop Suffragan, and the Ecclesiastical Authority
of the Diocese of Virginia welcomed the guests and
shared a moving blessing for The Foundation. Dean
Randy Hollerith was the evening’s moderator.
On Friday morning, after worship and the seventh
meeting of the preaching groups, participants
gathered to receive their Certificate of Participation
in the Bishop’s Chapel. With final words and a
blessing from Dean of Faculty Nikki Mathis, the PEP
Class of 2022 departed to join their predecessors as
energized preachers and PEP Alums.
Peter Wild is the Executive Director of The Episcopal Preaching
Foundation.

Preaching Excellence Program, 2022. Photo by Kay Wild.
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PEP is a time of learning and reflection.
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Members of the faculty, board, guests and alumni heading to the 35th anniversary celebration.

The Rev. Canon Charles Cesaretti speaking during a panel session.

Page 6

Church Divinity School of the Pacific.

The Rev. Senator Kim Jackson, faculty.
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PEP 2022 LIVE!
Virginia Theological Seminary with the Revs. Kim Jackson and Mark
Jefferson.

Special Thanks to Kay Wild for the wonderful photos
of this year’s PEP Conference.

PEP participants enjoying a break in front of the chapel.
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Faculty Profile: Stephen Smith
The Rev. Dr.
Stephen Smith has a
consistent record of
providing leadership
to Churches that
face a multitude
of challenges. He
recently retired as
rector of St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church in
Dublin, Ohio, where
he successfully
expanded
programming
and significantly
increased
Photo provided by Stephen Smith.
congregational
participation. Rev. Smith spent 37 years in parish
ministry serving in small towns, an industrial
town, and a large suburban congregation. He was
consistently noted for his preaching and preached
at Diocesan Conventions, Clergy Conferences
and Ordinations. In two congregations, he
developed feedback groups with parishioners to
help strengthen his own preaching and educate
participants on the process of preparing sermons.
His publications include Saving Salvation: The
Amazing Evolution of Grace (Morehouse: 2005)
and numerous articles and sermons for Forward
Movement Publications and others. He is now under

contract to contribute to a preaching resource
from John Knox Publications, specifically on
preaching during Holy Week. Rev. Smith holds a
D.Min. in Preaching from the School of Theology
at the University of the South, Sewanee, TN (the
same institution that granted his M.Div. in 1988).
He has an undergraduate degree in Journalism
from Ohio University.
Currently, Rev. Smith serves as coordinator for the
EPF’s Lay Preacher Training Initiative: an effort
funded by Trinity Church Wall Street to create a
pilot program for training lay people as preachers.
The pilot program was rolled out in six dioceses at
the beginning of 2022 and will continue through
2023. Upon completion, the curriculum will be
fine-tuned based on feedback from participants and
made available to any Diocese to utilize in training
lay preachers.
Rev. Smith has served the Episcopal Preaching
Foundation in many capacities for over 15 years. He
has been on faculty for conferences, preached at
conference worship services, offered workshops
on preaching and chaired the Preaching Excellence
Program (PEP).
Though his triathlon days are over, Smith remains
an avid bike rider and exercise enthusiast. In
addition, a couple weekends each month he plays
guitar in a classic rock and roll band for fun. The
name of the band? Revdup.

Conference Calendar 2022 – 2023
2022
October 7-8 and 14-15: Spanish speaking deacons of
TEC (Zoom)
October 21-23: Deacons of Province II (Zoom)
2023
January 9-13: J-Term week, Candler Theological
Seminary, Atlanta, GA
January 23-27: J-Term week, General Theological
Seminary, New York, NY
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February 10-12: Lay Preachers of Idaho and Southern
Ohio (Zoom)
March 14-16: PEP-II for parish clergy: Virginia Mae
Center at Washington National Cathedral
October 17-19: Preaching Advent: Virginia Mae Center
at Washington National Cathedral

Schedule and registration information
at
www.preachingfoundation.org

Why I Give: Charles Cesaretti
The future of
The Episcopal
Church is in our
hands. The lay and
clergy leadership
of our Church is
evolving to meet
the many issues
and challenges
they will be called
to address. Their
formation, support,
and resourcing
are in our hands.
Compelling
Photo provided by Charles Cesaretti.
preaching plays
a central role as,
now more than ever, worshipers are in search of
an uplifting message of love, hope, and health
to help them shape meaning from this out-ofcontrol world.
We are blessed that 35 years ago, A. Gary Shilling
was prescient and devoted to bringing preaching
excellence to The Episcopal Church. Not only did
he establish The Episcopal Preaching Foundation
(EPF) but he reached out and enlisted a very special
group of donors to make it a viable endeavor. These

faithful and generous donors, known as The FOGS
(The Friends of Gary Shilling), have borne the
financial support that has enabled EPF to become
the successful and acclaimed program that it is. As
EPF celebrates its 35 Anniversary, it is time to enlist
and expand its donor base. It is time to build on this
sound financial base for the future preachers in The
Episcopal Church.
I am proud to be a regular donor to EPF, and
I am enthusiastic to continue my support by
remembering it in my will. EPF allows me to
continue my dedication and commitment to provide
excellent preachers in my beloved Church.
I invite you to become a partner in building
a strong and lasting base for EPF. I welcome
you to join in both supporting the existing
programs of EPF, which are highlighted in this
journal, and, more importantly, to participate
in the legacy fund to support preaching
excellence for future generations. You can do
this by going to the website of EPF (http://www.
preachingfoundation.org/) and click on the
“donate now” link. Or, you can ring the EPF Office
at (973) 376-6014 to make a donation, or inquire
about the EPF Legacy Fund.
The Rev. Canon Charles Cesaretti is President of the Board of
The Episcopal Preaching Foundation.

Announcing EPF Preaching Awards
EPF’s Annual Preaching Award, with its cash
prize of $1,000, was established in 2019. It
is conferred upon the graduating student
at each of the major seminaries who, in the
judgment of the dean and homiletic faculty,
has demonstrated the greatest improvement
in preaching. Since its inception, 25
seminarians have received the award.
Our 2022 award winners are:
•

Sara Hess, University of the South:
Sewanee

•

Dante Anguin, Nashotah

•

William Yagel, Virginia Theological
Seminary

•

Amy Newell-Large, Church Divinity
School of the Pacific.

Photo provided by University of the South. Sarah Hess receives EPF’s Annual
Preaching Award at the 2022 graduation ceremonies of the University of the South:
Sewanee.
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EPF at 35 (Continued from Page 1)
adopting the Iona Collaborative curriculum of
Seminary of the Southwest.
The Foundation’s most recently added program is
the Lay Preacher Training Initiative described on
page four. Funded by a grant from Trinity Church
Wall Street, this two-year program in a pilot test
in six dioceses promises to add a much-needed
cohort of professionally-trained lay preachers
to any diocese, to place a trained preacher in the
pulpit of under-resourced parishes, and to add new
and different voices from the community to the
pulpit of larger parishes.
This breadth of ministry is made possible by the
extended faculty of over 50 outstanding parish
leaders and seminary faculty who are at the core
of EPF’s ability to continue delivering at a high
level across these varied constituencies.
The Episcopal Preaching Foundation is 35 and is
moving creatively and with energy into the future.
The Rev. Canon Charles Cesaretti is President of the Board of
The Episcopal Preaching Foundation.

Right: Justin Kiczek, Executive Director, F.M. Kirby
Foundation receives EPF’s certificate of recognition. Mr.
Jeff Kirby (not pictured) and the Kirby family have been
generous financial and spiritual supporters of EPF for 35
years! Photo provided by The Very Rev. Anthony Pompa.

General Convention Resolution A168: Commemorate the Thirty-Fifth Anniversary of
The Episcopal Preaching Foundation and its founder A. Gary Shilling
Resolved, That the House of Deputies of the 80th General Convention commemorates
the 35th Anniversary of The Episcopal Preaching Foundation; and be it further
Resolved, That the House of Deputies recognizes Dr. A. Gary Shilling as a lifelong lay
advocate of preaching excellence in The Episcopal Church, establishing in 1987 a lay-led
non-profit foundation to promote and facilitate preaching excellence among priests,
deacons, and lay preachers through national, regional, and diocesan conferences, as
well as small facilitated groups online; and be it further
Resolved, That Dr. Shilling is appreciated as a lay benefactor to the seminaries of The
Episcopal Church, serving as trustee and treasurer of The General Theological Seminary
and receiving [at least] numerous honorary doctorate degrees from seminaries and
divinity schools; and be it further
Resolved, That in its 35th anniversary year, we celebrate The Episcopal Preaching
Foundation as a vigorous proponent and facilitator of preaching excellence in The
Episcopal Church.
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Peggy Lo (Continued from Page 3)
your preaching. We were encouraged to connect
with other people as we are rather than trying
to be someone else. We learned that preaching
would get easier over time, and it will still be
daunting. Second, preaching is not an isolated
thing but a part of ministry. How we relate
with people in the parish influences how they
experience our preaching, and vice versa.

Peggy Lo: I think about preaching in parallel
to other creative processes. I like to experience
podcasts and exhibits presented by chefs and
fashion designers, for example, to see how they
weave together a variety of influences. Also, I’ve
realized how much of preaching is about leaving
things out. A lot ends up on the cutting room
floor.

KERYGMA™: What advice would you give to a
seminarian selected to attend PEP?

KERYGMA™: What is your hope for preaching in
the Episcopal Church over the next ten years?

Peggy Lo: Take it all in. Don’t compare yourself
with others. As you observe the wide variety of
gifts present, use the opportunity to identify
yours rather than coveting others’ gifts.

Peggy Lo: To have different voices, views, and
styles lifted up and considered excellent in the
wider church and definitely local churches. One
way is by encouraging more lay preaching and
providing training that is more accessible. To
wonder what we’ve learned through preaching
during this pandemic, for online church, and
how some of those lessons can be translated to
preaching from a pulpit.

KERYGMA™: How has PEP influenced your
preaching?
Peggy Lo: The emphasis on authenticity has
stuck. Also, we heard about resources and
systems to support preaching, as well as
different approaches to try. It is important to
keep learning.
KERYGMA™: What is new in your preaching
since your time at PEP?

KERYGMA™ thanks Peggy Lo for her willingness
to share and extends all the best for her ministry
in the days and years ahead.
Edie Wakevainen, Ph.D. is a Professor of Psychology, at
Macomb Community College and also Editorial Assistant for
KERYGMA.™

Book Review (Continued from Page 2)
parishioner’s most in-depth (or only!) encounter
with scripture is in Sunday’s bulletin. Omitting
passages may excise entire narratives from the
congregation’s consciousness thereby limiting
the scope of the Biblical witness and limiting our
collective understanding of the divine.
The mere idea of this lectionary, then, would
be a valuable teaching and preaching tool, but
Gafney has done the work to make it an invaluable
aid for the busy parish preacher. In addition to
the thoughtful (if brief) preaching prompts and
textual notes, she includes a scriptural index and
bibliography along with several introductory
essays (the same in both volumes) describing
her process and intent. There is also an appendix
listing “God Names and Divine Titles” for use
in corporate worship and private devotion. This
supplemental material makes the books useful
even if the preacher never deviates from the RCL.
The only thing we might miss is a set of collects to
pray along with the texts. Gafney’s introduction

notes that this is not an oversight but an
opportunity for preachers and readers to develop
their own prayers. While this may make wholesale
adoption of the lectionary a bit harder, one can
imagine creating a parish educational series
devoted to teaching the form of a collect, and
harvesting a crop of prayers from the faithful.
Consider adopting A Women’s Lectionary for a
year, a season, or a day’s worth of worship. Read
it to enrich your own devotional practice or to
expand your library of homiletical resources.
An investment in the series will pay rich
dividends. Gafney’s thoughtful commentaries and
provocative translations will breathe new life into
your preaching and stretch your congregation’s
theological imagination, engaging the reader
or hearer with fresh language through which to
encounter the Triune God.
The Rev. Kate Spelman is an Episcopal Preaching Foundation
faculty member.
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The term kerygma is a Greek word meaning
“proclamation.” The sermons or proclamations
in the New Testament delivered by Peter and Paul
illustrate the essential aspects of the kerygma.
Kerygma is not only the proclamation but the
response from the listener. Thus, it encompasses
the herald, the message, and the response.
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